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ASCP CME Disclosure of Relevant Financial Relationships 
 

 
 
Your Name and E-mail Address:  
Type of CME Activity (project): Association of Clinical Scientists Annual Meeting (attn K. Dramisino) 
Title of Presentation/Exercise/Case: 
Date of Activity: May 28-31, 2014 

 
The ASCP has implemented a process where everyone who is in a position to control the content of a CME activity must disclose to us all 
relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest and any conflicts of interest must be resolved prior to the CME activity.  Information 
will be reviewed by the appropriate course director, planning/editorial committee chair, or planning/editorial committee members; a determination 
will be made to manage the conflict with safeguards against any potential bias. This is not intended to prevent participation unless the conflict of 
interest is determined to be unresolvable. Refusal to disclose means that you relinquish your ability to participate in the CME activity involved. 
 
Circumstances create a conflict of interest when an individual has an opportunity to affect CME content about products or services of a 
commercial interest with which he/she has a financial relationship.  The conflict of interest depends on the situation and not on the character or 
actions of the individual.   
 
ACCME and ASCP define commercial interests as entities producing, marketing, re-selling, or distributing health care goods or services 
consumed by. Or used on, patients (with the exemption of non-profit or government organizations and non-health care related companies).  
Financial relationships are those relationships in which the individual or his/her spouse or partner benefits by receiving a salary, royalty, 
intellectual property rights, consulting fee, honoraria, ownership interest (excluding diversified mutual funds), or other financial benefit; these are 
usually associated with roles such as employment, independent contractor (including contracted research), consulting, speaking and teaching, 
advisory/review panel or board membership, etc. A relevant financial relationship is one that creates a conflict of interest, in any amount, 
occurring in the 12 months before the individual assumes a role controlling CME content. 
 

 I do not have, and have not had, any relevant financial relationship with any commercial interests 
within the past 12 months, as pertaining to this presentation. 

 
 In compliance with the ACCME and ASCP expectation of CME that is independent from commercial 

influence or bias, I disclose my relevant financial relationships below. 
 
Please list the names of any entities that produce, market, re-sell, or distribute health care goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients, 
related to the content of your presentation (with the exemption of non-profit or government organizations and non-health care related 
companies), with which you or your spouse/partner have, or have had, a relevant financial relationship within the past 12 months. Please 
describe what you or your spouse/partner received (ex: salary, honorarium, etc.), but not the amount, and describe your role. 

Nature of Financial Relationship (include all that apply) 
Relevant to the Content of the CME Activity that You Are Developing 

 
C  Commercial Interest                        What was received For What Role? 

Example: Company X Example: Honorarium Example: Speaker 

   
   
   
   

 
Content Validation Expectations for CME Activities 

 All the recommendations involving clinical medicine in a CME activity must be based on evidence that is accepted 
within the profession of medicine as adequate justification for their indications and contraindications in the care of 
patients. 

 All scientific research referred to, reported or used in CME in support or justification of a patient care recommendation 
must conform to the generally accepted standards of experimental design, data collection and analysis. 

 
Please go to next page. 

 
Please indicate your understanding of and willingness to comply with each statement below.  If you have any 
questions regarding your ability to comply, please contact the ASCP project manager as soon as possible. 



 
Agree   Disagree 

□        □  I have disclosed to the ASCP all relevant financial relationships, and I will disclose this       

   information to learners verbally (for live activities) and in print. 
     
 □        □  The content of this CME activity and supplemental materials will promote quality or  

   improvements in healthcare and not a specific proprietary business interest of a  
   commercial interest.  Content for this activity, including any presentation of therapeutic  
   options, will be balanced, evidence-based and unbiased. 
 

 
 

Signature__________________________________________________  Date_______________________ 

  
Fax to: ASCP Education, 312-541-4768, attn K. Dramisino  

Mail to: ASCP Education, attn K. Dramisino, 33 W Monroe St., Suite 1600, Chicago, IL 60603 
E-mail to: kathleen.dramisino@ascp.org  

 
Explanations to Accompany ASCP Full Disclosure Form 
 
Note: this completed form must be provided by each author for each abstract being submitted to the Association of 
Clinical Scientists. The ASCP has implemented a process where everyone who is in a position to control the content of a 
CME activity must disclose all relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest and any conflicts of interest 
must be resolved prior to the CME activity. Information will be reviewed by the appropriate course director, 
planning/editorial committee chair, or planning/editorial committee members; a determination will be made to manage 
the conflict with safeguards against any potential bias. This is not intended to prevent participation unless the conflict of 
interest is determined to be unresolvable. Refusal to disclose means that you relinquish your ability to participate in the 
CME activity involved. 
 
Circumstances create a conflict of interest when an individual has an opportunity to affect CME content about products 
or services of a commercial interest with which he/she has a financial relationship.  The conflict of interest depends on 
the situation and not on the character or actions of the individual.   
 
ACCME and ASCP define commercial interests as entities producing, marketing, re-selling, or distributing health care 
goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients (with the exemption of non-profit or government organizations and 
non-health care related companies).  Financial relationships are those relationships in which the individual or his/her 
spouse or partner benefits by receiving a salary, royalty, intellectual property rights, consulting fee, honoraria, ownership 
interest (excluding diversified mutual funds), or other financial benefit; these are usually associated with roles such as 
employment, independent contractor (including contracted research), consulting, speaking and teaching, 
advisory/review panel or board membership, etc. A relevant financial relationship is one that creates a conflict of 
interest, in any amount, occurring in the 12 months before the individual assumes a role controlling CME content. 
 
In August 2007, the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) took action to modify its 
definition of a commercial interest. In addition to “producing” healthcare goods or services, the acts of “marketing, re-
selling, or distributing” healthcare goods or services were added to the definition. The complete definition reads: A 
commercial interest is any entity producing, marketing, re-selling, or distributing health care goods or services 
consumed by, or used on, patients. The intent was to ensure that accredited CME and eligibility to be accredited be kept 
separate and independent from commercial interests, as required by the ACCME Standards for 
Commercial SupportSM. 
 
The ACCME has always recognized that providers of clinical services directly to patients, such as hospitals, health 
systems, medical group practices, blood banks, and diagnostic laboratories, are an integral component of accredited 
CME in that they represent the provision of CME by the profession for the profession. Therefore, those entities have 
been deemed NOT to be commercial interests. This revised definition from August 2007 removed the large corporations 
like Quest, LabCorp, etc. from the list of commercial interests. 
 


